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On the Timing of Greenhouse 
Gas Mitigation Benefits of 
Forest-Based Bioenergy

This statement was prepared by 
Professor Annette Cowie, University 
of New England, Australia; Associate 
Professor Göran Berndes, Chalmers 
University of Technology, Sweden; 
Professor Tat Smith, University of 
Toronto, Canada, with input from other 
members of Tasks 38, 40 and 43. The 
statement addresses a much debated 
issue – the timing of greenhouse gas 
emissions and carbon sequestration 
when biomass from existing managed 
forests is used for energy to displace 
fossil fuels. The purpose of the 
statement, which is aimed at policy 
advisors and policy makers, is to explain 
the essence of this debate and to propose 
a perspective that considers the broader 
context of forest management and the 
role of bioenergy in climate change 
mitigation.




